
2019 Cerner code App Challenge Complete Rules 
Contest Description 

To encourage innovation around new consumer applications, Cerner is focusing our 2019 Cerner 

Open Developer Experience (code) App Challenge on the creation of new apps that can be used by 

consumers to access and use their health information stored in the electronic health record.  

 

What’s driving the need for innovative consumer health care 

apps? 

One of the primary drivers for health care innovation and advanced interoperability is the quest to 

empower consumers with simple access to their health information. Placing the consumer in the 

center of their care will drive engagement, increase awareness of health care costs and ultimately, 

improve overall health outcomes. 

 

With this focus in mind, Congress passed the 21st Century Cures Act, which includes a requirement 

for the use of open application programming interfaces (APIs) that will facilitate consumer’s access 

to their medical information. By establishing broad usage of open APIs, that can be used by any 

programmer to build innovative apps, the hope is that health care will see the same kind of 

transformation that many other industries have seen.  

 

There are countless untapped ideas for apps that can be used to empower consumers to proactively 

manage their health and care, access and understand the electronic health record (EHR) information 

and securely engage with their care team. Cerner is hosting the code App Challenge to accelerate 

innovation that empowers consumers.  

 

The Challenge 

Cerner invites all innovators to pitch an idea that demonstrates how we can make health information 

accessible to consumers in ways that help them: 

• Better understand information in their health record and/or manage health conditions 

• More proactively manage their health  

• Engage with their care teams 

• Improve health outcomes 

• Enhance the consumer health care experience 

 



Cerner is seeking innovative new consumer apps that are built using Cerner Ignite APIsSM, which is 

Cerner’s implementation of the HL7® FHIR® standard. The 2019 code App Challenge will include two 

Phases.  

 

Phase 1 is open to the submission of innovative ideas that are in the early stages of development. 

Phase 1 submissions can be either executable ideas or ideas that are already in motion with a 

working demo and tested in the code sandbox. A panel of Cerner judges will select the top five 

finalists. Only submissions that have potential to be feasibly built in the code sandbox will be 

considered for finalist selection 

 

During Phase 2, the top five finalists will have three months to build out a working demo of their app 

in the code sandbox. Participants can visit code.cerner.com to access complete documentation of 

Cerner Ignite APIs, our secure code sandbox and developer tools and resources.  

 

The five finalists will also receive complimentary admission to code Learning Lab in Kansas City, 

where they can learn skills required to build out their app demo for code App Challenge submission.  

 

Calendar of Events 

You may register for the code App Challenge beginning May 16 until August 16, 2019.  

 

• Phase 1 entries must be submitted prior to August 16, 2019 at 11:59 p.m. CST ("Entry 

Deadline").  

• Cerner will select the five best ideas and contact the semi-finalists by August 30, 2019.  

• The selected semi-finalists will be invited to the 2019 Cerner Health Conference in Kansas 

City, Mo., October 7-9, 2019. Semi-finalists will have the opportunity to learn skills required 

to build their working demo in the code sandbox at code Learning Lab. Additional education 

opportunities will be announced closer to the semi-finalist selection.   

• Semi-finalists will have roughly three months to develop a working demo that can be 

presented to a judging panel of Cerner and health care organization leaders. Phase 2 entries 

must be submitted prior to December 6, 2019 (working demo deadline). The code App 

Challenge finalist will be announced on or around December 12, 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 



Challenge Prize 

 

The winning individual or team will receive a one-year membership in the code Developer Program, 

where Cerner engineers will help guide the app through the validation process. If the winning app 

successfully completes the validation process, the app will be added to the code App Gallery. 

 

Top five semi-finalist will receive complimentary admission to code Learning Lab in Kansas City, 

where they will have the opportunity to learn additional skills that will help them finalize their apps in 

Phase 2.  

. 

Eligibility 

1.  Eligible individuals or teams who may participate in the code App Challenge include: 

a. Cerner client organization and/or a Cerner client organization collaborating with a third-party 

app developer of your choice.  

b. University students studying in the fields of health IT, medicine or business 

2.  Each eligible individual or team must meet the following requirements: 

a. Third-party app developer that has not previously commercialized the app being submitted  

b. At least one team member must have coding skills. The primary requirement to be 

considered for Phase 2 of the Challenge is the ability to build out your idea using Cerner 

Ignite APIs (FHIR) in the code sandbox.  

c. You are not an immediate relative or spouse of any person employed by Cerner, and you are 

not an immediate relative or spouse of a Cerner code App Challenge judge. 

d. You are only participating on one App Challenge Team. Teams may consist of up to 10 team 

members. We encourage you to welcome team members from different lines of expertise, 

such as developers, designers, clinical, patient advocates, marketing and business. Each 

Team member must meet all the individual eligibility requirements listed in this Section 2 

above. 

 

Phase 1 app idea submission entry  

 

Phase 1 of the code App Challenge allows participants to present their innovative idea and describe 

how they plan to carry out the app development.  

 

1. Participants will submit a completed online entry form by August 16, 2019.  In this phase, 

participants should describe the value proposition as well as the technical and operational 



aspects of their proposed ideas. The main goal of Phase 1 is for participants to demonstrate 

originality, feasibility and executability of their app ideas.  

2. Eligible entries must have a signed code App Challenge Participation, Consent and Release 

form ("Consent")  

3. Cerner will only accept submissions via the official link. Incomplete submissions will not be 

accepted.  

4. A judging panel will identify five semi-finalists based on the Phase 1 evaluation criteria.  

 

Phase 1 evaluation criteria 

• Value 

o The idea submission has a strong value proposition and has the potential to 

empower consumers by either improving the consumer health care experience or 

improving outcomes. 

o The idea solves a clinically meaningful health care problem around consumer 

empowerment or consumer engagement. 

o The submission must clearly describe the value proposition to users. 

o There is a clear plan to make the proposed idea readily available to consumers or 

providers on Cerner platforms. 

• Feasibility 

o The proposed idea demonstrates a credible approach to accomplish the proposed 

objectives, tasks, outcomes and deliverables 

o The proposed idea can feasibly be built using Cerner Ignite (FHIR) resources 

currently published on code.cerner.com. 

o The idea describes a reasonable pathway to application development 

o The idea defines potential risks and mitigation strategies, including security 

constraints 

• Originality 

o The idea is unique and innovative and does not infringe on solutions already 

available. 

 

 

Phase 2 semi-finalist app build-out 

 

Following Phase 1, five semi-finalists will be notified of qualification to move on to Phase 2.  



1. During Phase 2, the five semi-finalists will have three months to build out their proposed app 

to create a working demo that can be virtually presented to a judging panel of Cerner leaders 

and key partners.  

2. To qualify, apps must be built using Cerner Ignite APIs (FHIR) and have a working 

demonstration in the code sandbox  

3. To aid in build-out of the app, teams have access to complete documentation of Cerner 

Ignite APIs, and to our secure code sandbox. Additional developer tools and resources can 

be found at code.cerner.com.  

4. The five finalists will also receive complementary admission to code Learning Lab in Kansas 

City, where they can learn skills required to build out their app demo for code App Challenge 

submission. (Travel expenses not included) 

 

Phase 2 evaluation criteria 

• Technical 

o The app works as intended. 

o The app achieves quality of integration with APIs. 

o The app uses API resources effectively and efficiently. 

o The app integrates well within the code sandbox. 

• Usability 

o The overall user experience is intuitive. 

o The app’s value becomes apparent upon initial use without need for additional 

documentation. 

• Deployability 

o The app has the potential to be scaled as a solution with multiple users 

o The app can span multiple use cases and could be adopted by multiple market 

players. 

 

Submission Rights and Requirements: 

1. By entering a Submission, your Team is representing that all Team members have read and 

agree with these 2019 Cerner code App Challenge Complete Rules (the “Rules”). 

2. Each Team may only enter one (1) Submission. 

3. In the event of a dispute as to the composition of any Team, or ownership of any Team 

Submission, Cerner's records as of the App Submission date will control. 

4. The Submission (a) must be your Team's original work, (b) solely owned by your Team, and (c) 

not violate any intellectual property rights or privacy rights of any third party. 



5. The Submission must not contain (as determined by Cerner in its sole discretion) any content 

that is inappropriate (examples are content that is sexually explicit, violent, promotes bigotry, 

racism, hatred or harm against any group or individual, promotes discrimination on the basis of 

race, ethnicity, gender, religion, disability, sexual orientation or age, promotes the use of alcohol, 

tobacco, illegal drugs, firearms/weapons or a political agenda, is obscene or offensive, or 

contains disparaging or untrue statements about other people or companies), or violates any 

applicable laws. 

6. Submissions must be free of viruses, malware or other security threats. Your Team agrees that 

Cerner may conduct testing on your App to determine whether viruses, malware or other security 

threats exist.  

7. Any false information provided by your Team may result in your Team's immediate 

disqualification from the code App Challenge. 

8. Cerner reserves the right, in Cerner's sole discretion, to reject or disqualify any Submission that 

does not meet the code App Challenge criteria, the specific Submission requirements, or any of 

the Rules, or if any person on the team submitting the Submission does not comply with the 

Rules. 

9. Late Submissions will not be accepted. Cerner’s computer is the official time keeper for the code 

App Challenge. 

10. After the Submission period has ended, the Submission cannot be modified in any way until the 

judging has ended. 

11. Cerner will not request a copy of the source code for your Team's App. 

 

 

Rules, Rules and More Rules: 

1. Participation is free. There is no purchase or entry fee.  

2. Your Team retains all ownership of the Submission and all data rights and intellectual property 

included in the Submission. It is your Team's sole responsibility to take all steps your Team 

deems necessary to protect the intellectual property contained in the Submission.  See Cerner’s 

Privacy Policy on Cerner’s website (www.cerner.com) and Cerner’s Terms of Use on Cerner’s 

code website (https://code.cerner.com/) for more information. 

3. By entering a Submission to the code App Challenge, your Team grants Cerner the right to (a) 

use, review, assess, test and otherwise analyze the Submission and all its data and content for 

purposes of judging the Submission; (b) post any part of the Submission online after the Entry 

Deadline; (c) make the identity of the Teams/individual participants publicly available after the 

Entry Deadline, (d) use the Submissions for non-commercial purposes after the Entry 

Deadline.  This means Cerner and Cerner's code App Challenge affiliates will have full rights to 

http://www.cerner.com/
https://code.cerner.com/


share, discuss and use any part of the Submissions for code App Challenge related media and 

communication purposes, but not for any commercial purpose, and not for Cerner's or its code 

App Challenge affiliates', own financial gain.  By entering a Submission to the code App 

Challenge, you agree that Cerner’s website terms of use located on Cerner’s website apply to 

your use of Cerner’s websites.  You also agree to sign any additional documentation that Cerner 

deems necessary for Cerner's exercise of the rights granted above.  If your Team does not 

agree with the use of your Team's Submission as described above, please do not enter 

the App Challenge. 

4. Your Team acknowledges that after the code App Challenge winners are announced, any part of 

your Submission may be posted on Cerner's code App Challenge website, and/or a Cerner App 

Challenge affiliate's website (even if your Team is not one of the winners) for viewing by visitors 

to that website. Cerner and its code App Challenge affiliates are not responsible for any 

unauthorized use of your Submission by visitors to any website.       

5. The winning individual or team will be required to sign a Developer Program Agreement to take 

advantage of the free one-year membership in the code Developer Program. 

6. Cerner reserves the right to cancel, suspend and/or modify the code App Challenge, or any part 

of the code App Challenge, if any fraud, technical failure or other factor beyond Cerner's control 

impairs the integrity or proper administration of the code App Challenge, as determined by 

Cerner in its sole discretion. 

 

Judging:  

1. The judging rubric for Phase 2 will be made available to semi-finalists prior to Entry Deadline. 

a. Judging will be based upon the clinical meaningfulness for health care organizations or 

consumers, originality, functionality, usability, and scalability. 

2. Eligible Submissions may be screened initially by a panel of qualified individuals selected by 

Cerner in its sole discretion. The screening panel will judge the Submissions on the criteria 

identified in the Rules to select the finalist Submissions.    

3. Finalist Submissions may be judged by a panel of finalist Submission judges.  Cerner will appoint 

judges in Cerner's sole discretion. Cerner reserves the right to substitute the finalist Submission 

judging panel at any time and for any reason. 

4. Judges will be expected to be fair and impartial.  A judge may elect to recuse himself or herself 

from judging a Submission if in the judge's opinion it is not appropriate for him or her to judge 

that submission because of past or current relationship with a code App Challenge participant or 

prior knowledge of the content of a Submission. 

5. In the event of a tie in Team points for first, second or third place, Cerner shall review and re-

rank the Apps in its discretion so that there is one winner in each category. 



 

 

Limits on Cerner's Liability: 

1. Cerner is not responsible for: 

a. Incorrect or inaccurate information, whether caused by code App Challenge participants, 

printing errors, or equipment or programming failure associated with or used in the App 

Challenge; 

b. Unauthorized human intervention in the submission process or technical or human error 

that may occur in the administration of the code App Challenge or processing of 

Submissions; 

c. Injury or damage to persons or property which may be caused, directly or indirectly, in 

whole or in part, by participation in the code App Challenge or receipt of any award; 

d. Unauthorized use of a Submission by third parties;   

e. Disagreements among App Challenge team members related in any way to the 

Submission; or  

f. Submissions which are lost, delayed or corrupted, whatever the cause.  

2. Participants may not dispute Cerner's administration of the code App Challenge.   

 

Changed Terms 

Cerner reserves the right to change or modify any of the Rules applicable to the code App Challenge 

or to add new code App Challenge terms and conditions. The Rules as posted at the time of 

Submission will control and you are advised to check the code App Challenge website regularly for 

updates to the Rules, and immediately prior to the time you enter your Submission.  In the event of 

any inconsistency between these Rules and other code App Challenge materials or advertisements, 

the terms and conditions of the Rules control. 

      

The administration of the code App Challenge, including but not limited to the determination 

of whether a Submission meets the entry criteria, and the judging and determination of the 

code App Challenge winners, are in Cerner's sole and absolute discretion and are final and 

binding on all code App Challenge participants.  

 


